THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
·   Being led by the Holy Spirit is so important for all Christians. It is a key to:

· Knowing and staying in the will of God for our life   (God’s ways are far higher than our ways)
· Maintaining peace during the challenges that we encounter in life (We can be at peace when Jesus is Lord)
· Being at the right place at the right time, and 

· To receiving all that God has planned for our life

·    Having an intimate walk with the LORD and spending time in God’s presence helps us to get to know the still small voice of the Holy Spirit.

·   The whole Christian walk is one of having a relationship with a loving God through having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and then being led and directed by the Holy Spirit
·   The Apostle Paul emphasised this in the book of Romans

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” (Romans 8:14)
·   Jesus Himself shared much on the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives. In the gospel of John we read the words of Jesus,
“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” (John 14:26)

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)
·   GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN FOR EVERY BELIEVERS LIFE
The Apostle Paul wrote, 
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
Jesus Himself said to His disciples,

“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.”             (John 15:16)

·   God’s plan for our life unfolds over time step by step. In the book of Psalms we read,

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD and He delights in his way.” (Psalm 37:23)
·    As we are faithful in the little things, God entrusts to us greater responsibilities where our lives impact more people

·   Knowing the will of God for our life in each season of our life is crucial to seeing God’s plan for our life unfolding and for our life making an impact on the lives of others
·   In 2013 our lives can be used to help many other come to Christ and to encourage other Believers to grow in their walk with the Lord

·   The Apostle Paul wrote,
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”          (Ephesians 5:15-17)
·   AS CHRISTIANS WE CAN ALL HEAR THE VOICE OF THE LORD
Jesus Himself said,

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” (John 10:27)
·   HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT WE LISTEN TO THE RIGHT VOICE, THAT WE LEARN TO BE LED BY THE STILL SMALL VOICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
·   THERE ARE MANY VOICES THAT WE CAN LISTEN TO IN LIFE

·   Well meaning family and friends can give us advice on what to do, but they may not always necessarily be speaking correct counsel but just their human wisdom (JEREMIAH 23:13-18)
·   There are many voices in the media that we can listen to

·   GOD’S WAYS ARE FAR HIGHER THAN OURS – AND OFTEN SO DIFFERENT TO WHAT WE WOULD THING IS BEST

·   Life is full of choices to make. How we need to know the Lord’s leading in all that we do in life

·   THERE ARE DIFFERENT SEASONS IN OUR LIFE – NEW SEASONS

·   There are times of new and different ways of doing things

·   How important it is that we know the will of God in each season of our life

·   GIVEN THE TIMES THAT WE ARE LIVING IN HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT WE DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN AN INTIMATE WALK WITH THE LORD

·   God has much in store in 2013 for each of our lives and ministries. 

·   God can do much through our lives as we allow Him to direct our steps in life.

·   The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”    (Ephesians 3:20)
·    Jesus Himself said,

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works that these he will do, because I go to My Father.  And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask anything in My name, I WILL DO IT.”  (John 14:12-14)
·    LEARNING TO WALK IN THE SPIRIT HELPS US TO HEAR THE VOICE OF THE LORD
·    AS WE LEARN TO WALK IN THE SPIRIT WE ALSO BECOME A SHINING LIGHT IN THIS WORLD AS WE MORE AND MORE REFLECT THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23)

·   AS CHRISTIANS LIVING IN AN EVER MORE UNCERTAIN AND IMPERSONAL WORLD, OUR LIFE WHEN UNDER THE CONTROLLING INFLUENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT CAN MAKE A PROFOUND IMPACT IN THIS WORLD FOR ETERNITY

·   JESUS HIMSELF SAID,

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see you good works and glorify your Father in heaven.  (Matthew 5:14-16)
·    I WILL NOW JUST QUICKLY SHARE SEVEN KEYS TO HELP YOU TO CONSISTENTLY BE LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT AND TO WALK IN THE SPIRIT
1) Having a lifestyle of worship (a key to maintaining our first love for Jesus)

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” (Colossians 3:16)

Worship helps to connect us to the heart of God. King David was a man after God’s own heart. He was a great worshipper. He wrote,
“Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.”  (Psalm 37:4)
WORSHIP HELPS US TO MAINTAIN AN INTIMATE WALK WITH THE LORD AND HELPS US TO KNOW THE HEART AND WILL OF GOD FOR OUR LIFE

When we worship the Lord we get close to Him and invariably have a greater sensitivity in hearing the voice of the Holy Spirit

Often when worshipping the Lord, God speaks very clearly to me
2) Choosing to involve God in all that we do in life. God knows what is best for us (Having a lifestyle of prayer)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Pray without ceasing,” (1 Thessalonians 5:17)

In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.” (Proverbs 16:3)
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Having an intimate prayer life helps us to know the voice of the Holy Spirit and to make right choices in life.
3) Making time to spend alone with the Lord (a key to developing an intimate relationship with the Lord) – Spending time meditating in the Word of God as you spend time in the presence of the Lord
Jesus Himself in His ministry here on earth regularly withdrew to spend time in prayer with His Father in Heaven – To know His Father’s will for His time here on earth
In the gospel of Luke we read,

“So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed.” (Luke 5:16)

Jesus Himself was committed to only knowing and doing the will of His Father in Heaven. Jesus said,

 “For I have not spoken on My own authority, but the Father who sent Me gave me command what I should say and what I should speak. And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak.” (John 12:49-50)
At the end of His time here on earth Jesus said to His Father, “I have glorified You on earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” (John 17:4)

The Holy Spirit often emphasises passages of Scripture in the Bible (Rhema Words) to give us direction or answers for our life. In Psalm 119 we read, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105)

“Direct my steps by Your word, And let no iniquity have dominion over me.” (Psalm 119:133)
4) Maintaining a soft heart by keeping short accounts with God and with others.

Having a repentant heart helps us to maintain a soft heart towards God and helps us to consistently hear the voice of the Holy Spirit

Having a teachable spirit and cooperating with the Holy Spirit is the key to making right choices in life

If we continually disregard and ignore the promptings of the Holy Spirit we can become less sensitive to hearing His voice.

The Apostle John wrote,

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:9)  
As best I can I try not to grieve the Holy Spirit but to yield to His guidance and direction

Having right relationships with others is also important in helping us to stay in tune with the voice of the Holy Spirit. Jesus Himself said,

“And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.” (Mark 11:25-26)
5) Being quick to do what the Lord tells you to do (instant obedience) – His ways are far higher than our ways

Before God can tell us the next step in His plan for our life we must first do what He last told us to do

We must simply learn to just do what Jesus tells us to do on a continually basis.

We see the results of obedience in many of the gospels. In the gospel of Luke we read what happened when Simon obeyed the words of Jesus to Him,

When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.”

And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. So they signalled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.

When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid, from now on you will catch men.”

So when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him.” (Luke 5:1-11)

6) Having fellowship with other believers (There is wisdom in a multitude of counsellors)

God speaks through other Believers. As all believers have the Holy Spirit, God often speaks to us through other Believers things that God has put on their heart to share with us

This is why Christian fellowship is so important

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.” (Proverbs 11:14)
7) Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit

In a world full of demonic and deceiving spirits, how important it is that we are continually filled with the right spirit, the Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)
